
 
 
FOR IMEMDIATE RELEASE 
October 4, 2018 
 
PHOTO AND VIDEO OPPORTUNITY  

 
**MEDIA ALERT**MEDIA ALERT** 

The Center for Prevention of Abuse, Peoria Public Schools  
Reveal Details of New Human Trafficking Prevention Education Curriculum 

New programming funded by a contribution from Ameren Illinois   
 

Who: Carol Merna, Executive Director, Center for Prevention of Abuse (CFPA) 
Richard Mark, Chairman and President, Ameren Illinois 
Dr. Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat, Superintendent, Peoria Public Schools 
Elizabeth Zilkowski, Principal, Manual Academy 
 

What: The Center for Prevention of Abuse, Peoria Public Schools, and Ameren Illinois will hold a 
press conference at Manual Academy to share details of the new human trafficking 
prevention education programming being introduced into CFPA’s high school curricula. 
Manual Academy is the first site in the Greater Peoria Area to receive this brand-new 
programming in fall 2018 in an effort to educate students on this important human rights 
issue and to raise awareness about the prevalence of human trafficking in Central Illinois. 

The programming funded in part by a generous contribution from Ameren Illinois through 
the Ameren Cares initiative. 

 There is opportunity for interviews, b-roll, and photos following the announcement. 

When:  Tuesday October 9, 2018 
1:30-2:00 p.m. 

Where:  Manual Academy 
Room 119 
811 Griswold St 
Peoria, IL 61605 

 Media should enter Manual Academy through the foyer and check in at the front office. 

Why:  Through its Prevention Education services, the Center for Prevention of Abuse facilitates 
programs in more than 100 schools and learning communities in Peoria, Tazewell, and 
Woodford Counties each year to build safe and peaceful learning environments through 



violence prevention education. Last year, CFPA reached more than 34,000 students with 
age-appropriate, evidence-based, and comprehensive programming on social and emotional 
learning, child sexual abuse prevention, bullying prevention, healthy relationships, teen 
dating violence, and more.   

 Beginning fall 2018, CFPA will introduce a human trafficking prevention education 
curriculum into its high school programming.  

 According to the National Human Trafficking Hotline, Illinois is currently the 11th highest 
ranking state for human trafficking. CFPA was selected by the Justice Department in 2016 to 
receive grant funding to provide crucial, free, and confidential services for survivors of labor 
and sex trafficking, foreign-born and domestic, of all ages in Central Illinois. CFPA introduced 
its Human Trafficking Services department in January 2018 and remains the only Federally 
granted, sanctioned, and trained provider of human trafficking services south of Kankakee, 
Illinois, and the only Federally granted, sanctioned, and trained provider of beds for 
survivors of human trafficking south of Chicago, Illinois.  

### 

MEDIA CONTACT:  
Camille Yameen  
cyameen@centerforpreventionofabuse.org 
Center for Prevention of Abuse / 309.272.2904 

 
About the Center for Prevention of Abuse 
The Center for Prevention of Abuse (CFPA) is the only agency authorized by the State of Illinois to provide a 
combination of domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, and adult protective services. Annually, 
more than 5,000 women, men and children, affected by violence and abuse are served by CFPA. CFPA offers 
school-based abuse prevention programming to students pre-K through college age, reaching about 30,000 
young people each year. Through these activities, plus community presentations and trainings, CFPA lives out 
its mission to help everyone – women, men and children – live free from violence and abuse.  For more 
information about CFPA, visit www.centerforpreventionofabuse.org or call 309-691-0551. The crisis line is 
available 24/7 1-800-559-SAFE (7233). 

 
About Ameren Illinois 
Ameren Illinois delivers energy to 1.2 million electric and 816,000 natural gas customers throughout central 
and southern Illinois. Our service territory covers more than 1,200 communities and 43,700 square miles and 
our mission is to power the quality of life.  For more information, visit www.AmerenIllinois.com. Follow us on 
Twitter @AmerenIllinois and Facebook. 
 

About Peoria Public Schools  
In partnership with the community, Peoria Public Schools is growing a world-class district by redefining 
teaching and learning. The district’s educational experience includes a rich diversity of cultures, curriculum 
and extracurricular activity. Peoria Public Schools aligns curriculum with the highest standards, attracts and 
retains qualified staff, provides differentiated instruction, utilizes and teaches technology, offers more choice 
and options, develops personal education plans for each student, includes assessment and evaluation 
systems, and creates a universal structure of support to ensure each student’s success. For more information, 
visit peoriapublicschools.org, facebook.com/peoriapublicschools or follow @Peoria150 on Twitter. 
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